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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

Health  Offices, 

Heywood, 

January,  1941. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  tenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough. 

The  following  are  the  principal  facts  in  the  general  vital 
statistics  for  the  year  : — 

Population  : The  estimated  population  for  Heywood  during  1939 
is  25,280. 

Birth  Rate:  The  Birth  Rate  for  1939  is  14*7.  This  is  1*2  more 
than  the  average  of  the  last  five  years. 

Death  Rate  : The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  1939  is  15*3,  showing  an 
increase  of  1*2  as  compared  with  the  average  for  the  last  five 
years. 

Infantile  Mortality:  Infantile  Mortality  for  1939  is  48  per  1,000 
births,  being  18  lower  than  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 

Maternal  Mortality  : The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  1939  is  7*69 
per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths,  being  7 69  more  than  in  1938. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  all  those 
who  have  assisted  me  in  the  compilation  of  this  Report,  to  the 
Staff  of  the  Department,  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
for  their  kind  support. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BROOKS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres) 

Population  (Census,  1931)  

Estimated  Population  (1939)  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Estimated,  1939)... 

Number  of  families  or 

separate  occupiers  (Census,  1931) 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1939) 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (31/12/39) 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Males  Females  Total 

BIRTHS  in  1939-  Legitimate...  178  175  353  ) 

Illegitimate...  10  9 19 

DEATHS  in  1939™  ...  ...  181  206  387 

STILLBIRTHS  in  1939—  8 10  18 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes...  ...  ...  3 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :• — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  42 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  157 


RATES  PER  THOUSAND  OF  POPULATION. 


Birth-rate. 

Crude 

Death-rate. 

Death-rate  from 

Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  System. 

Deaths 

UDder  1 year 
per  1,000  Births. 

Mean  of  5 years 

1934—  i938 

x3’5 

14-1 

0*48 

66 

Year—  1937  

I 2 ‘8 

15*5 

°'35 

97 

1938  

13's 

12-5 

039 

37 

1939  

147 

15*3 

°‘35 

48 

Increase  or  Decrease 
in  1939  on  Mean 

of  5 yrs.  1934  1938 

+ I *2 

-F  I *2 

-0*13 

- 18 

Previous  year 

+ 1 -2 

+ 2*8 

- 0*04 

+ 1 1 

England  and  Wales, 

1939  

15*0 

12*1 

? 

So 

* 1939  adjusted  death-rate  (comparability  factor,  108)  = 16  5 per  1,000. 


8,185 

25»967 

25,280 

8,200 

7>294 

£127,201 

£477 
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Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  industries  in  Heywood  are  Cotton  spinning  and 
Weaving,  and  the  social  conditions  are  good  for  an  industrial  town. 

Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

The  numbers  of  births  and  deaths  are  those  REGISTERED 
during  the  calendar  year  ( i.e . ist  JAN.—  31st  DEC  INCLUSIVE) 
and  are  corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers.  They  will 
differ  therefore  from  uncorrected  figures  compiled  locally  month  per 
month. 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  an  increase  as  compared  with  last 
year,  the  actual  number  of  the  births  during  1939  exceeding  the 
previous  year  by  29. 


In  addition  to  the  372  births  registered  for  the  year,  there  were 
18  Stillbirths  registered,  giving  a rate  of  46  per  1000  total  births. 

On  the  basis  of  387  deaths  the  Crude  Death  Rate  was  15*3  per 
1,000  of  the  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General. 
When  adjusted  for  sex  and  age  distribution,  to  make  it  comparable 
with  other  districts,  the  local  Death  Rate  was  16*5. 

Approximately  one  death  in  every  nine  has  been  certified 
as  due  to  Cancer,  the  death  rate  from  this  particular  disease  being 
1*58  per  thousand  and,  compared  with  the  year  1938,  shows  a 
decrease  of  0 08  per  thousand.  It  should  be  noted  that  of  the  40 
persons  who  died  from  Cancer,  30  were  aged  55  or  over. 

Detailed  figures  of  the  cause  of  death  of  the  18  infants  under 
12  months  of  age  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  37. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  and  one  from 
other  puerperal  causes  during  the  year. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  residents 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

All  ages 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65 

upw’ds 

Entprir:  Epvpr  

MpasIpk  

Spfi.rlftt.  Epvpr  

Whooping  Cough 

2 

* • • 

1 

1 

. • . 

. . • 

• . . 

• • • 

• • . 

Diphtheria 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 

. . • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . • 

Influenza 

5 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

3 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

4 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

2 

... 

. . . 

... 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System 

9 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

... 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  . . . 

5 

... 

2 

... 

. . . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Syphilis  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

General  Paralysis  of  the 

Insane— Tabes  Dorsalis 

3 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

40 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

8 

11 

19 

Diabetes 

l 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

25 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

7 

16 

Heart  Disease  

109 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

6 

3 

10 

27 

60 

Aneurysm  

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • . 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

37 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

... 

5 

6 

25 

Bronchitis  

24 

... 

... 

... 

1 

. . • 

... 

2 

2 

19 

Pneumonia  

30 

4 

2 

... 

. . . 

2 

2 

3 

3 

14 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

• . . 

... 

... 

Peptic  Ulcer 

4 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Appendicitis 

1 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

... 

nirrhnsis  nf  Livpr  . ..  

Other  diseases  of  Liver  

2 

• • . 

• • . 

. . . 

2 

. • ♦ 

Other  Digestive  diseases  

4 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis 

8 

... 

... 

1 

... 

9 

3 

2 

Puerperal  sepsis  

2 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

2 

... 

. . . 

... 

Other  Puerperal  causes  

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

Congenital  debility,  premature 

birth  and  malformations,  etc. 

12 

12 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

Senility  

21 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. .. 

... 

... 

... 

21 

Suicide  

5 

... 

... 

1 

1 

l 

... 

2 

Other  violence  

8 

1 

. . . 

... 

. • • 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

... 

1 

** 

0 

Other  defined  diseases 

23 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

11 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

All  Causes 

387 

18 

5 

2 

3 

8 

22 

14 

41 

72 

202 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


i.  Tuberculosis. 

Hospital  provision  is  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  under  their  scheme. 

2 & 3.  Maternity  and  Children. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  and  The  Royal  Manchester 
Children’s  Hospital,  Pendlebury,  are  subsidised  in  connection 
with  the  Council’s  scheme  for  Maternity  & Child  Welfare. 

4.  Fever. 

By  agreement,  dated  1st  July,  1937,  with  the  Rochdale 
Corporation,  Fever  cases  are  received  into  Marland  Hospital, 
Rochdale. 

5.  Small-pox. 

By  agreement,  dated  3rd  May,  1922,  with  the  Bury  & District 
Joint  Hospital  Board,  cases  of  this  disease  are  received  into  the 
Board’s  Hospitals  for  small-pox. 

6.  Puerperal  Fever. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Rochdale  Corporation,  cases  may 
be  sent  to  Marland  Isolation  Hospital  as  required. 

7.  Other, 

Contributions  are  made  annually  to  Manchester  Infirmary, 
Rochdale  Infirmary  and  Bury  Infirmary  by  the  Local  Medical 
Charities’  Scheme. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  Mothers, 

Infants  and  Homeless  children  in  the  District. 

There  is  in  the  Borough  a Home  for  unmarried  mothers 
and  their  children.  This  Home — Diocesan  Maternity  Home, 
Simpson  Hill  — is  conducted  by  Voluntary  Agency.  There 
is  accommodation  for  15  mothers  and  babies.  Confinements 
take  place  in  the  home. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

a.  For  Infectious  Cases. 

The  Rochdale  Corporation  and  the  Bury  & District  Joint 
H ospital  Board  remove  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases  under  the  existing  agreements. 

b.  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. 

The  Local  Authority  provides  two  Ambulances  for  the 
transport  of  cases  of  this  type,  which  proves  adequate  for 
present  requirements. 

2,926  non-infectious  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  during 
the  year.  2,794  °f  these  cases  were  removed  free  of  charge. 
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Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Name.  Situation.  Accommodation.  By  whom  Provided. 


Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare 

Centre. 

Taylor  St. 

Waiting  Room, 
Weighing  Room, 
Consultation  Room, 
Perambulator  Shelter, 
Lavatory. 

Local 

Sanitary 

Authority. 

School  Clinic. 

Taylor  St. 

Waiting  Room, 
Treatment  Room, 
Consultation  Room, 
Lavatory. 

Local 

Education 

Authority. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Taylor  St. 

Waiting  Room, 
Treatment  Room, 
Recovery  Room, 
Lavatory. 

Local 

Education 

Authority. 

Eye  Clinic. 

Taylor  St. 

Waiting  Room, 
Treatment  Room, 
Recovery  Room, 
Lavatory. 

Local 

Education 

Authority. 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres,  other  than  above. 


Name. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic, 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  & 
X-Ray  Treatment 


Situation. 

Rochdale, 

Bury, 

Manchester, 

Rochdale, 

Ashton-u-Lyne, 


By  whom  Provided 
Local  Authority, 
do. 
do. 

Lancashire  C.  C. 

do. 


Public  Health  Officials  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

James  Brooks,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Part-time  S.M.O. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  E.  Cropper,  A.R.S.I.,  M.I.P.C.,  A.I.P.,  M.S.I.A. 

Health  Visitors  : B.  H.  Jacques. 

J.  Wild. 

F.  Isherwood. 
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PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General. 

There  exists  in  the  Borough  a District  Nursing  Association.  The 
services  of  two  nurses  of  the  Association  are  provided  gratuitously 
to  the  sick  poor. 

There  is  no  co-ordination  between  the  Association  and  the 
Local  Authority. 

The  Association  is  not  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing 
Association. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

Little  advantage  is  taken  by  the  private  practitioner  of  this 
service,  no  requests  being  made  for  nursing  assistance  during 
the  year. 

Midwives  Act,  1936  : — 

This  Authority,  which  is  not  a Supervising  Authority  under  the 
Mid  wives  Act,  is  embodied  in  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Scheme 
which  provides  a domiciliary  service  of  salaried  midwives. 

The  County  is  divided  into  21  “Midwifery  Districts”,  and  the 
Heywood  Area  is  in  No.  3 District. 

Three  Midwives  have  been  appointed  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  for  the  Heywood  area.  The  Midwives  are  allotted  on  the 
basis  of  80  cases  per  annum  per  midwife. 

The  three  Midwives  reside  in  the  Borough. 

An  important  feature  of  this  arrangement  is  that  it  ensures 
increased  co-operation  between  midwives  and  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Service. 

The  appointed  Midwives  attend  the  Ante  Natal  Clinic. 

In  addition  there  is  one  private  midwife  practising  in  the 

Borough. 
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Legislation  in 

Local  Acts. 


Local  Orders. 

General 

Adoptive 

Acts. 


Bye-laws 
relating  to 
Public  Health. 


force. 

Heywood  Corporation  Acts, 

1883,  1889,  1899. 
Heywood  Corporation  Act, 

16/8/1909. 


Operative  from 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  & 

Milkshops  Order,  July,  1907. 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 

Act,  1890.  Sect.  4.  8th  July,  1925. 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 

Act,  1890.  Part  3.  1891. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 

Act,  1907.  Part  2. 

Sections  15,  16,  19,  20  and  22, 

28-33.  1 ith  Sep.,  1914. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  : — 

Part  2,  sections  13-19,  21-33, 

and  35.  May  1st,  1926. 


1932,  Relating  to  : — 

Houses-let-in- Lodgings,  28th  Nov.,  1932. 
Market,  do. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  do. 

Nuisances  and  Cleansing,  etc.,  do. 

Removal  of  house  refuse,  do. 

Slaughter  Houses,  do. 

Nursing  Homes,  29th  May,  1929. 


Good  Rule  and  Government 

re  Prevention  of  spitting  on 

Paved  Footways.  13th  Mar.,  1935. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Borough  is  provided  by  the  Heywood 
and  Middleton  Water  Board. 

The  supply  is  derived  from  upland  surface  water.  The  whole 
of  the  gathering  grounds  have  been  acquired  by  the  Board  and  the 
water  is  passed  through  sand  filters  and  lime  filters.  It  further 
receives  an  admixture  of  lime  to  prevent  any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  supply  is  sufficient,  constant,  and  of  good  quality. 

New  mains  and  extensions  during  the  year  amount  to  120 
yards. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  direct  is  8,302,  no 
stand  pipes  being  in  existence. 


Copy  of  Analyst’s  Report — Bacteriological  Examination. 

A.  Organisms  growing  on  Yeastrel  Agar 
Cultivated  for  3 days  at  20° — 220  C. 

Total  - 18  per  1 c.c.  of  water. 

B.  Organisms  growing  on  Yeastrel  Agar 
Cultivated  for  2 days  at  37°  C. 

Total  Counts  - 1 per  1 c.c.  of  water. 

C.  Coli-Aerogenes  Bacteria. 

Found  in  — 

Not  found  in  100  c.c. 

No.  per  100  c.c.  — 

D.  Clostridium  Welchii. 

Found  in  — 

Not  found  in  100  c.c. 

* 

Report  : — The  Bacteriological  results  are  excellent. 
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Copy  of  Analyst’s  Report— Chemical  Examination. 

Grains  per  Gallon. 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  00004 

Nitrites,  as  Nitrogen  Nil 

Nitrates,  as  Nitrogen 0*037 

Organic  Matter.  Oxygen  absorbed  from  an 
acid  solution  of  N/80KMn04  in  4 hours 
at  270  C.  o’oio 

Combined  Chlorine 0*90 

“Free”  Acidity  calculated  as  C02  0*07 

Combined  alkalinity  calculated  as  CaC03  1*19 

Total  Hardness,  Soap  Test 2*8°  Clark. 

Colour  of  water  when  viewed  in  a 2 ft.  glass 
tube  equivalent  to  zero  millimetres. 

Hazen  solution  p.  H.  Value 7*4 


Remarks  : — A clear  water  free  from  sediment. 

The  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  have  been 
carried  out  by  J.  Dillwyn  Joseph,  Esq.,  A.I.C. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  gives  the  accurate  number  of  all  types  of 
closets  in  the  Borough,  together  with  the  conversions  from  the 
conservancy  system  to  the  fresh  water  carriage  system  for  the  past 
ten  years. 


Conversions  to  F.W.C’s. 

from 

Privy 

Middens 

Closet  Accommodation 

Remaining 

Privy 

Middens 

Year 

Waste  Water 
Closets 

Pail 

Closets 

Privy 

Closets 

Abolished 

Waste  Water 
Closets 

Pail 

Closets 

Pri  vy 
Closets 

Fresh  Water 
Closets 

Remaining 

1930 

24 

38 

125 

71 

2808 

359 

457 

4901 

272 

1931 

2 

36 

58 

24 

2806 

323 

399 

4991 

248 

1932 

18 

2 

55 

42 

2788 

308 

344 

5134 

206 

1933 

— 

30 

37 

20 

2788 

268 

307 

5383 

186 

1934 

2 

11 

35 

19 

2786 

333 

312 

5533 

189 

1935 

7 

4 

27 

16 

2779 

331 

285 

5685 

173 

1936 

6 

2 

45 

28 

2742 

336 

235 

5902 

145 

1937 

12 

9 

10 

13 

2707 

323 

211 

6115 

132 

1938 

9 

46 

15 

7 

2604 

267 

196 

6326 

125 

1939 

23 

10 

5 

4 

2581 

257 

191 

6480 

121 

It  will  be  noted  that  448  privy  or  pail  closets  yet  remain  to 
be  converted  to  the  Fresh  Water  System. 
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The  progress  has  been  satisfactory  in  the  past,  but  now  tends 
to  show  a decline,  a contributory  cause  of  which  is  the  lack  of  sewers 
in  outlying  districts,  e.g.  : Ashworth  and  Birtle,  parts  of  Birch 
village,  etc. 

Further,  the  number  of  waste  water  closets  diminishes  slowly 
and  although  this  type  of  closet  does  not  give  rise  to  the  same 
amount  of  trouble  as  the  other  types  mentioned,  conversion  to  the 
fresh  water  carriage  system  is  highly  desirable. 

Public  Cleansing. 

House  refuse  is  deposited  by  house  holders  either 

(a)  in  the  121  middens, 

(b)  in  the  903  dry  ashpits, 

(c)  in  the  5,423  movable  Ashbins  which  are  now  in  existence. 

Collection  is  carried  out  if  in  (a)  along  with  the  excreta  every 
1 — 4 weeks  ; if  in  (b)  when  necessary  ; and  (c)  weekly. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  provided  for  either  at  the  Destructor  Works, 
where  it  is  part  screened  and  part  burnt,  or  at  4 tips  situated  at 
suitable  outlying  sites. 

The  number  of  houses  at  which  movable  ashbins  have  been 
provided  during  the  year  is  314. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  a public  swimming  bath  in  the  Borough  provided  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

There  is  no  privately  owned  swimming  bath  or  pool  in  the 
Borough. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA  DURING  1939. 


I am  obliged  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  following 
information  : — 


1.  General  Inspections,  etc. 

(1)  No.  of  premises  visited 

(2)  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

(3)  >>  >>  abated 

(4)  No.  of  Informal  Notices  served 

(5)  .»  Statutory  ,,  ,,  (P 

(6)  ,,  i.  f,  >»  ( 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 


» } 
J ) 

y y 
yy 
y y 


y y 
y y 
y y 


y y 
y y 
y y 
y y 


• • ...  ...  ...  ...  288^ 

77  * 

• * 73 1 

..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 82 

H.  Act  1936  Sect  44) 

101  & 103)  — 


y y 


y y 


» y 


(H.  Act,  1936 
(Shops  Act,  1934) 
Legal  Proceedings  taken 


y y 
y y 


y y 
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2.  Nature  and  result  of  the  Inspections. 

(a)  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  carried  out : — 


No.  of  Inspections  of  Slaughter-houses  

223 

) y 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops.. 

163 

yy 

Fish  Shops 

73 

y y 

Bakehouses...  

98 

y y 

Lodging  Houses... 

29 

y y 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  

45 

yy 

Other  places  where  Food  is  prepared 

9i 

y y 

Offensive  Trades  

l7 

y y 

Workshops 

78 

y y 

re  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 

*43 

y y 

re  Complaints  received  

97 

y y 

re  Housing  

120 

y y 

re  Shops 

4i 

? y 

re  Conversions  . 

40 

> y 

re  Defects  

537 

y y 

to  ascertain  if  work  is  in  progress... 

501 

y y 

of  work  in  progress 

59i 

Total  ... 

2887 

(£)  Resulting  from  Inspections,  the  following  defects  have  been 
remedied  : — 


No.  of  House  Drains  and  Water  Closets  opened  and 

cleansed  from  obstruction 

,,  Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps  

,,  Drains  repaired  and  reconstructed  

,,  Dirty  Houses  cleansed  and  limewashed 
,,  Slopstone  pipes  repaired  or  disconnected  from  drains 
,,  Roofs  of  houses  repaired  and  made  waterproof 

,,  Defective  Spouting  repaired  or  replaced  

,,  Offensive  accumulations  removed  

,,  Defective  Ashbins  replaced 

,,  Ashbins  re  New  Houses,  Conversions,  etc 

,,  Defective  Sanitary  Pails  renewed 

(c)  Resulting  from  complaints  received  : — 

No.  of  defects  remedied 


35 
32 

36 

48 

43 

44 

14 

300 

H 

6 


103 
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Shops  and  Offices. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  591  shops.  During  the  year  1939 
no  statutory  notices  were  served  and  no  action  required  in  regard 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934- 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  conditions  in  offices. 


Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  Borough,  nor  were  any 
licences  issued  by  the  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  any  such  sites 
during  the  year. 

Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  disinfested  6 

,,  Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested 6 

,,  ,,  ,,  disinfested 6 

At  the  present  time  the  procedure  for  freeing  infested  houses 
from  bed  bugs  is  by  the  “Cimex”  process.  Disinfestation  of 
tenants  belongings  before  removal  to  Council  houses  is  also  carried 
out  by  the  same  method. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  by  this  process  is  carried  out  by  a 
Contractor. 

Periodic  inspection  of  houses  to  prevent  reinfestation  is  carried 
out  when  considered  necessary. 


Schools. 

The  water  supply  and  sanitary  condition  of  public  elementary 
schools  is  satisfactory.  No  instance  of  school  closure,  for  the 
prevention  of  spread  of  infectious  disease,  was  necessary  during 
the  year. 
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Factories  and  Other  Premises. 

Written  or 


1.  Inspection. 

Inspec- 

Verbal 

Prose- 

tions 

.N  otices 

cutions 

Factories  (with  mechanical  Power)  ... 

25 

O 

O 

Factories  (without  mechanical  Power) 

6l 

3 

O 

Other  Premises 

29 

4 

O 

1 1 s 

7 

O 

2.  Defects  Found. 

Number  of  defects 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

I 

Overcrowding  ... 

0 

O 

Unreasonable  temperature 

1 

I 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

0 

O 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  ... 

0 

O 

Sanitary  Accommodation : — 

Particulars. 

Insufficient... 

• • • O 

O 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

I 

I 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

0 

O 

Other  Offences 

4 

4 

7 7 

Smoke  Abatement. 

The  emission  of  Black  Smoke  from  Factory  Chimneys  in  the 
Borough  is  limited  to  3 minutes  per  half  hour.  The  number  of 
observations  taken  was  75,  none  of  which  exceeded  the  time  limit. 


No. 

Obser- 

vations 

Number 

which  emitted  Black  Smoke  for  times  stated. 

No.  of 
Notices 

No.  of 
Legal 

Proceedings 

Taken 

Year 

No 

Black  Smoke 

Under 

1 minute 

Under 

2 minutes 

Under 

3 minutes 

3 minutes 
and  over 

Made 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Served 

1931 

106 

4 

4 

17 

16 

58 

55 

27 

25 

0 

0 

0 

Nil. 

1932 

112 

3 

3 

29 

26 

64 

57 

15 

13 

1 

1 

1 

Nil. 

1933 

105 

3 

3 

33 

31 

53 

51 

16 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Nil. 

1934 

113 

5 

4 

20 

18 

68 

60 

20 

18 

0 

0 

0 

Nil. 

1935 

87 

3 

3 

10 

12 

41 

47 

32 

37 

1 

1 

1 

Nil. 

1936 

100 

9 

9 

12 

12 

45 

45 

34 

34 

0 

0 

0 

Nil. 

1937 

95 

5 

5 

28 

29 

33 

35 

29 

31 

0 

0 

0 

Nil. 

1938 

78 

12 

15 

17 

22 

30 

39 

19 

24 

0 

0 

0 

Nil. 

1939 

75 

16 

21 

21 

28 

31 

42 

7 

9 

0 

0 

0 

. 

Nil. 

Increase  or  decrease 
in  i 9:it»  on  mean  for 

-20 

+ 9 

+ 12 

+ 4 

+ 5 

-12 

—7 

—20 

-27 

— 

— 

Nil. 
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PREMISES  OR  OCCUPATIONS 
FOR  WHICH  BYE-LAWS  MAY  BE  ENFORCED. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  is  one  Offensive  Trade  carried  out  in  the  Borough,  viz.  : 
Leather  Tanners  i 

There  were  io  inspections  carried  out. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  three  registered  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough, 
and  29  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  present  Bye-laws  were  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
during  1932. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

There  are  5 houses  let  in  lodgings  in  the  Borough,  the 
conditions  of  which  are  fairly  good. 

The  present  Bye-laws  were  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
during  1932. 

Canal  Boats. 

No  inspections  have  been  necessary — the  Heywood  Branch 
Canal  not  having  been  used  during  the  year. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

There  are  50  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the  Borough,  the 
general  conditions  of  which  are  fairly  good. 
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HOUSING. 

1 13  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  during 
the  year  1939  for  the  purpose  of  rehousing  families  from  Slum 
Clearance  Areas. 

The  sites  on  which  the  new  houses  are  situate  are  Kirkstall 
Avenue,  Furness  Avenue,  Witby  Avenue  and  Peel  Lane. 

132  new  houses  were  occupied  by  families  from  Slum  Clearance 
Areas  during  the  year  1939. 

143  houses  in  various  Slum  Clearance  Areas  were  voluntarily 
demolished  in  1939,  including  22  areas  completely  cleared. 

Overcrowding  has  been  relieved  during  the  year  in  7%  of  the 
cases  known  to  exist  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This 
improvement  is  due  to  alternative  accommodation  being  provided 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Overcrowding  in  Corporation  houses  is  relieved  as  suitable 
alternative  accommodation  becomes  vacant.  Two  such  houses  have 
been  relieved  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  known  instance  of  overcrowding  occurring  a second 
time  in  any  dwelling  house  relieved  during  the  year. 

No  Clearances  Areas  or  Improvement  Areas  were  represented 
during  the  year  1939. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  housing  requirements  of  the  Borough 
are  approximately  300  houses. 

This  figure  allows  for  the  erection  of  houses  for  improvement 
and  clearance  areas,  and  for  the  rehousing  of  overcrowded  families 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  present  number  of  applicants  received  by  the  Housing 
Agent  for  Corporation  houses  is  406,  viz  : — 

No.  of  Applicants  in  Lodgings  53 

,,  ,,  Marriages  pending  21 

,,  ,,  Applicants  already  tenants  of  houses  332 
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Housing  Act,  1936,  (Part  IV) — Overcrowding:— 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  95 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 97 

(iii)  ,,  ,,  persons  dwelling  therein..,..,,,..,..,,...  681 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  7 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 62 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) ) 139 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority ...  113 

(ii.)  By  other  Local  Authorities  — - 

(iii.)  By  other  bodies  and  persons 26 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority 113 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  — 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(A)  Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  Dairymen  registered  to  sell  milk  within  the 
Borough  is  as  follows  : — 


Retail 

Trade 

only 

Wholesale 

Trade 

only 

Both  Retail 
and 

Wholesale 

Dairymen 

(Cowkeepers)  within  the  Borough...  ... 

49 

7 

20 

Do. 

do.  outside  the  Borough 

9 

2 

2 

Do. 

(Non-Cowkeepers)  within  the  Borough 

9 

1 

— - 

Do. 

do.  outside  the  Borough 

1 1 

1 

1 

Totals  

78 

1 1 

23 

The  number  of  cows  within  the  Borough  is  approximately  1,800. 
The  number  of  inspections  of  farms  and  dairies  carried  out  was  163. 

The  number  of  samples  of  milk  examined  by  the  County  Health 
Department  during  the  year  was  36,  and  all  were  found  to  satisfy 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936  and  1938: — 

There  were  during  the  year,  three  licences  issued  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Order  and  under  the  following  heads  : — 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk:— 

(i.)  Bottling Nil  (ii.)  Distribution 1 

“Accredited”  Milk  : — 

(i.)  Bottling  1 (ii.)  Distribution 1 

“Pasteurised”  Milk:— 

(i.)  Pasteurising  plants  Nil  (ii.)  Retail  distributors  1 
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(B)  Meat 

The  arrangements  for  the  inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughter 
are  as  follows  : — In  cases  where  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  regular 
times  written  notice  of  such  days  and  times  of  slaughtering  has 
been  given  to  this  Department  by  all  persons  concerned.  In  cases 
where  slaughtering  has  to  be  carried  out  as  a matter  of  urgency 
verbal  notice  is  given  within  3 hours  of  such  slaughtering. 

The  amount  of  unsound  meat  seized  or  surrendered  during  the 
year  includes  : — 


Diseased  Beef  

Nil 

Diseased  Beef  Offal  

Nil 

Tuberculous  Beef 

55° 

lbs. 

Tuberculous  Beef  Offal 

120 

> > 

Tuberculous  Pork 

136 

> > 

Mutton,..  

6 

j > 

Corned  Beef  

I51 

> > 

Pressed  Pork 

6 

a 

Dripping 

40 

» » 

Veal  and  Tongue 

2 

> > 

H Icp 

iid  i\  u •••  » • • •••  * • • ••• 

5 stone 

Diseased  meat  is  collected  and  disposed  of  under  supervision, 
and  is  incinerated. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

331 

302 

16 

562 

268 

Number  inspected 

331 

323 

16 

562 

68 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

0-36 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  Tuberculosis.. 

0*31 

— 

— 

— 

0*36 
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2.  The  policy  adopted  as  regards  preventing  contamination  of 
meat  in  shops,  stalls,  and  vehicles,  etc.,  is  carried  out  in  conformity 
with  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

3.  The  Slaughter-houses  : — 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  was  223. 

There  is  no  public  Abattoir  in  the  Borough. 

The  existing  slaughter-houses  can  be  classed  as  fair  to  bad. 

There  are  in  existence  5 registered  and  2 licensed  slaugher- 
houses. 


(C)  Other  Foods. 

Inspections  under  the  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  are  carried 
out  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  by  the  Police.  The  following 
samples  were  purchased  in  Heywood  during  the  year  1939  : — 


36  Samples  Milk, 

2 ,,  Lancashire  Cheese, 

2 ,,  Cocoa, 

2 ,,  Butter, 

1 ,,  Crab, 

1 ,,  Turkey  & Tongue 

Paste, 

1 ,,  Custard  Powder, 

2 ,,  Self-raising  Flour. 

1 ,,  Honey, 

2 ,,  Raspberry, 

2 ,,  Lard, 

1 ,,  Oatmeal, 

All  the  samples  were  found, 


1 Sample  Sweets. 

1 ,,  Salt, 

3 ,,  Coffee, 

2 ,,  Tea, 

1 ,,  Ground  Ginger, 

2 ,,  Gravy  Browning, 

1 ,,  Sugar, 

1 ,,  Rice, 

1 ,,  Sauce, 

1 ,,  Baking  Powder, 

1 ,,  Mixed  Pickles, 

1 ,,  Tapioca, 

1 ,,  Condensed  Milk 

upon  analysis,  to  be  genuine. 


Bakehouses. 

The  number  of  premises  in  which  bread  is  made  for  retail  and 
wholesale  purposes  is  93,  and  their  condition  is  fairly  good  ; 98 
inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
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THE  SEWAGE  WORKS. 


I am  grateful  to  the  Sewage  Works  Manager  for  the  following 
information  : — 

The  sewage  is  treated  by  the  method  of  precipitation  and 
filtration.  It  consists  of  domestic  sewage  and  trade  waste,  the 
latter  consisting  of  the  liquid  from  a tannery,  brewery,  and  dyeing 
and  bleaching  works. 

The  average  dry-weather  flow  is  1,682,000  gallons  in  24  hours. 
The  greater  part  runs  to  the  works  by  gravitation,  enters  a culvert 
41  6"  diameter,  passing  through  primary  screens  to  the  Works  by 
a 3611  cast-iron  pipe,  and  discharges  into  two  catch-pits. 

A portion  of  the  sewage  from  the  district  of  Hooley  Bridge  is 
diverted  into  an  underground  tank,  and  then  pumped  into  the  main 
works.  This  amounts  to  100,000  gallons  in  24  hours. 

The  sewage,  up  to  and  including  an  amount  equal  to  three 
times  the  dry-weather  flow,  passes  from  the  catch-pits  into  a 
chemical  mixing  channel  to  a weir,  from  which  it  flows  to  six 
precipitation  tanks,  having  a total  capacity  of  710,000  gallons  and 
worked  on  the  continuous  flow  system.  At  the  weir  the  flow  is 
recorded  by  a Lea  Flow  Recorder. 

The  sewage  is  conveyed  from  the  tanks  to  percolating  filter 
beds  with  a clinker  media,  having  a capacity  of  15,085  cubic  yards. 

The  sewage  passes  from  the  filter  beds  to  four  humus  tanks, 
with  a capacity  of  88,000  gallons.  The  effluent  then  passes  by  a 
tail  bay  into  the  River  Roach. 

During  the  year  614,000,000  gallons  of  sewage  was  treated, 
and  1 1,850  tons  of  sludge  has  been  removed  from  the  precipitation 
tanks,  pressed,  and  the  resultant  sludge  cake  sold  to  farmers 
for  manure. 

6,000  tons  of  humus  sludge  has  been  disposed  of  by  land 
treatment 
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THE  DESTRUCTOR  WORKS. 

The  Destructor  Works  was  built  in  1892,  and  consists  of  two 
front-feed  cells  of  the  Meldrum  Patent  Simplex  type,  Meldrum 
hand-fed  and  with  an  effective  grate  area  of  50  square  feet. 

The  refuse  is  collected  from  ashbins,  dry  ash-pits  and  privy 
middens,  and  is  conveyed  to  the  works  by  motor  vehicles. 

5,281  tons  of  refuse  has  been  dealt  with  at  the  Destructor 
Works  during  1939. 

The  dry  refuse  is  tipped  on  to  a platform  and  passed  through 
a 1 2-ft.  revolving  screen,  the  first  8 ft.  of  w’hich  is  i^-in.  mesh,  the 
remaining  4 feet  being  2-in.  mesh.  Tins,  bottles,  jars,  rags,  bones, 
etc.,  are  sorted  and  sold. 

Wet  refuse  is  tipped  into  the  hopper  and  burnt,  a temperature 
of  2,ooo°— — 2, 5000  F.  being  obtained. 

The  inorganic  residue  left  after  incineration  is  disposed  of  on  a 
tip  within  the  works. 

A Lancashire  boiler  is  used  for  steam  production,  which  in 
turn  is  used  for  generating  compressed  air  for  several  purposes  : — 

1.  Sludge  pressing  ; 

2.  Raising  sludge  to  the  ground  level  for  loading 

by  means  of  a gantry  ; 

3.  Raising  sludge  from  humus  tanks  to  catch-pits  ; 

4.  Providing  motor  power  for  lime  mixing ; 

5.  Supplying  heat  for  a ‘Thresh’  Disinfector. 

There  is  also  a non-condensing  steam  engine,  a 7-ft.  mortar 
mill  and  a baling  press  for  pressing  tins  into  cubes. 

A new  type  of  tin  baling  machine  has  been  installed,  having  a 
capacity  of  7 tons  per  day. 

Salvage  operations  have  been  intensified  with  the  increased 
demand  due  to  the  war  conditions. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  has  been  no  exceptional  outbreak  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year. 

Diphtheria. 

Fifty-six  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were 
treated  in  Hospital.  Two  deaths  resulted  in  the  series.  Two  were 
contacts  of  cases  in  the  same  families.  44  children,  contacts  of 
these  cases,  were  excluded  from  school  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

This  disease  accounted  for  33  cases,  26  of  which  were  treated 
in  hospital.  One  was  a contact  of  a case  in  the  same  family. 
No  fatal  cases  resulted  in  the  series,  14  children,  contacts  of  these 
cases,  were  excluded  from  School  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia. 

Nineteen  cases  of  acute  primary  and  influenzal  pneumonia  were 
reported  resulting  in  2 deaths,  giving  a case  mortality  of  10%, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified,  number  of 
Deaths  from  these  diseases,  number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital, 
and  deaths  in  Hospital  during  the  year  1939. 


DISEASE. 


Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 


Paratyphoid) 
Enceph.  Leth. 


Cerebro- Spinal 
Meningitis 


Aoute  Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  


Dysentery  
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Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  
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Tuberculosis  ... 
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Bacteriological  Examination. 

The  examination  of  bacteriological  specimens  is  carried  out 
by  Dr.  Pooley,  Broadfield  Laboratory,  Rochdale.  227  specimens 
have  been  sent  and  reports  received  upon  the  contents  as  under  : 

For  Diphtheria  Bacilli  ...  ..  ...  227 

,,  Blood  Widal  — 

,,  Fseces  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  early  discovery  and  treatment  of 
Infectious  Diseases,  specimen  containers,  anti-toxin,  etc.,  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  Borough.  These  are 
dispatched  direct  to  the  laboratory. 

The  examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  and  of  blood,  etc.,  for 
evidence  of  Venereal  Diseases  comes  under  the  purview  of  the 
County  Council. 


Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  infected  materials  arising  from  notifiable  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Staff. 

Steam  disinfection  of  1,090  articles  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  by  means  of  a high-pressure  “Thresh”  Disinfector.  In  addition 
the  fumigation  of  no  houses  by  means  of  Formalin  was  carried  out. 

Tubercular-infected  houses  are  disinfected,  but  no  arrangements 
are  in  force  whereby  disinfection  is  carried  out  in  cases  of  mumps, 
measles,  whooping  cough  and  chicken-pox. 

Any  Elementary  schools  in  which  any  possibility  of  infection 
exists  are  fumigated,  or  sprayed  with  liquid  disinfectant.  Three  of 
the  Elementary  Schools  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

All  books  belonging  to  the  Public  Library  which  have  been 
exposed  to  infection  are  treated  by  fumigation  before  being  again 
put  in  circulation. 

In  any  case  of  Puerperal  Fever,  the  overalls  and  outfit  of  the 
Midwife  are  disinfected  prior  to  attendance  on  another  case. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  decided  to  adopt  a 
scheme  of  immunisation. 

Parents  were  circularised,  giving  full  particulars  of  the  value 
of  immunisation. 

The  School  Clinic  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  are  used  for  this 
work,  and  the  injections  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  is  also  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  type  of  prophylactic  used  is  Toxoid-Antitoxin-Floccules 
(suspension)  for  Active  Immunisation.  Three  injections  are  given 
intramuscularly  at  intervals  of  seven  days. 

During  the  year  967  total  children,  comprising  855  school 
children  and  112  pre-school  children,  were  completely  immunised. 
A further  26  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  of  course. 

The  results  of  Schick  test,  where  performed,  were  441  negative 
and  one  positive. 

Parents  are  urged  to  take  advantage  of  this  scheme. 


3* 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Number  of  new  cases  notified,  and  number  of  deaths  during-  year  1939. 


* Including  all  Primary  notifications  and  all  other  new  cases 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1939. 


During  the  year  1939  twenty-seven  notifications  of  patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  were  received.  Of  these,  fourteen  were 
notified  as  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  thirteen 
from  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Of  the  fourteen  pulmonary  cases,  eight  were  found  to  have 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum,  three  had  no  sputum,  and  in  three 
cases  the  sputum  was  not  examined. 
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The  thirteen  ncm-pulmonary  cases  are  classified  as  follows : — 

Glands 5 Meninges 2 Skin 3 

Hip  2 Abdomen 1 

Nine  of  the  notified  cases  died  during  the  year,  e.g.  : six 
pulmonary,  three  non-pulmonary. 

Twenty  of  the  cases  applied  for  treatment.  In  the  remaining 
seven  cases,  no  application  was  made  for  the  following  reasons  : — 
refused  to  apply  (3),  and  four  cases  died  immediately  after 
notification. 

Of  the  patients  who  applied  for  treatment,  one  was  sent 
to  Sanatoria,  four  to  pulmonary  Hospital  for  advanced  cases, 
three  were  sent  to  General  Hospital  for  surgical  treatment,  one  to 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  one  to  Skin  Hospital.  The  remaining 
ten  cases  were  under  dispensary  supervision  only. 

In  addition  to  the  notified  cases,  a number  of  patients  are 
sent  to  the  Dispensary  by  their  Doctors  for  examination  and  diag- 
nosis. During  the  year  1939,  twenty-seven  new  cases  were  sent  for 
diagnosis  by  the  doctors,  School  Medical  Officer,  etc.  The  number 
of  re-attendances  of  old  patients  at  the  Dispensary  for  supervision 
and  arrangements  for  treatment  was  210. 

Special  enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  health  of  other  inmates 
of  the  house  where  there  are  patients  suffering  from  definite  Tuber- 
culosis, and  twenty-six  of  these  contacts  were  examined  during 
the  year. 

In  supervision  and  visiting  special  attention  is  paid  to  the  open 
case,  i.e. , cases  where  tubercle  bacilli  are  present  or  have  been  found 
in  the  sputum.  On  the  1st  January,  1939,  there  were  thirty-five 
such  cases  known  to  be  living  in  the  Borough.  On  the  31st 
December,  1939,  there  were  thirty  positive  cases  living.  These 
figures  include  quiescent  and  arrested  cases. 

The  number  of  positive  cases  living  at  31st  December,  1939, 
who  had  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum  during  1939,  was 
seventeen.  The  other  thirteen  cases  had  either  negative  or 
no  sputum. 
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Of  the  seventeen  cases  who  had  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum 
during-  the  year,  three  were  in  institution  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  twelve  had  a separate  bedroom  and  two  had  a separate  bed. 

Seven  of  the  positive  cases  died  during  the  year. 

Four  positive  cases  removed  from  the  district  during  the  year. 

The  condition  as  to  isolation  at  home  of  the  positive  cases  was 
as  follows 

Separate  bedroom  ...  ...  ...  30 

Separate  bed  ...  ...  ...  7 

Unable  to  have  a separate  bed  ...  ...  2 

Six  of  the  positive  cases  were  in  institution  for  treatment  or 
isolation  at  some  time  during  the  year. 

Fifty-eight  specimens  of  sputum  from  Heywood  were  examined 
at  the  Ashton  Laboratory  during  the  year.  Of  these,  nine  were 
positive  and  forty-nine  were  negative. 

During  the  year  twenty-two  patients  were  discharged  from 
institutions  as  follows  : — 

From  Sanatoria  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Pulmonary  Hospital  for  advanced 

cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  General  Hospital  for  treatment  of 

non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  3 

,,  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ...  ...  2 

,,  Skin  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  results  on  discharge  were  as  follows  : — 

Arrested  or  Quiescent  ...  ...  ...  3 

Improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

I . s . C| . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Worse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed...  ...  ...  — 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  every  birth  and  stillbirth 
must  be  notified  within  36  hours  of  the  occurrence  to  the  Health 
Department,  in  order  that  advice,  so  often  very  necessary,  upon  the 
care  and  maintenance  of  the  child  may  be  given  to  the  parents. 
Notification  is  the  duty  primarily  of  the  father  or  any  person  in 
attendance  at  the  time  of  birth  and  is  separate  and  distinct  from 
registration  of  births  to  the  local  registrar. 

By  means  of  notifications  it  is  possible  for  a Health  Visitor  to 
pay  the  first  visit  to  the  home  immediately  after  the  doctor  or 
midwife  in  attendance  ceases  to  visit.  This  first  visit  as  a rule  is 
paid  when  the  child  is  fourteen  days  old,  at  which  time  the  midwife 
has  completed  her  work.  The  object  is  to  take  over  the  supervision 
from  the  midwife  and  to  carry  this  on  throughout  the  child’s 
pre-school  life  when,  of  course,  the  School  Medical  Service  takes 
over  the  duties. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  350  live  births  and  18  stillbirths 
were  notified,  all  of  which  were  signed  by  midwives. 

No  births  occurred  during  the  year  in  Simpson  Hill  Maternity 
Home  of  Heywood  residents. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  380  visits  on  the  10th  day,  and  carried 
out  3,343  subsequent  visits  to  the  homes  of  infants  under  1 year  of 
age.  A further  3,150  visits  were  paid  to  children  between  the  ages 
of  1 and  5 years.  Of  these  944  were  paid  to  children  between  the 
ages  of  3 and  5 years. 

The  sale  of  dried  milks,  Vitamin  A.  and  D.  preparations,  and 
Cod  Liver  Oil,  is  carried  out  by  the  Voluntary  Committee,  and  in 
necessitous  cases  is  supplied  free  of  cost  for  babies  under  12  months 
of  age.  It  is  a rule  that  no  milk  is  obtainable  unless  the  infant  is 
weighed  on  each  attendance.  The  cost  of  dried  milks,  etc.,  supplied 
free  of  charge  to  necessitous  cases  during  the  year  amounted  to 

^63  1 2S.  od. 

The  provision  of  Home  Helps  was  instituted  by  the  Local 
Authority,  no  applications  having  been  made  for  their  services 
during  the  year. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  attendance  figures  for  the 


year  : — 


Increase  or  decrease 


Number  on  last  year. 


New  Infants  attended 234  +10 

Attendances — (a)  Infants  under  1 year 3207  +376 

(b)  Children  over  1 and  under  5 1337  -265 

(c)  Expectant  Mothers  409  +18 

Examined  by  Doctor — (a)  Children  1685  +419 

(b)  Expectant  Mothers  409  +18 


The  assistance  of  the  Voluntary  Committee  is  of  great  value  in 
this  work,  as  many  of  the  members  are  able  to  bring  personal 
influences  to  bear,  a factor  of  great  importance  in  the  success  of 
any  public  welfare  scheme. 


Ante-natal  Clinic: — 

One  hundred-and-six  women  attended  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
during  the  year  and  made  a total  of  409  attendances. 

In  addition,  twenty-six  women  attended  for  post-natal  examina- 
tion and  made  a total  of  forty-four  attendances. 

Stillbirths. 

By  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  all  stillbirths  occurring 
after  the  twenty-eighth  week  of  pregnancy  must  be  notified  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Maternity  Outfits. 

The  Voluntary  Committee  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  has 
provided  sterilised  maternity  outfits  which  are  supplied  gratuitously 
in  deserving  cases. 

Dental  Treatment: — 

Arrangements  are  provided  at  the  Maternity  & Child  Welfare 
Clinic  for  dental  examination  and  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  children. 


No  treatments  were  required  during  the  year. 
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Death  of  Infants. 

It  is  to  the  improvement  in  the  health  and  conditions  of  work 
of  the  expectant  mother  that  one  must  look  in  order  to  reduce  the 
wastage  of  life  which  occurs  at  or  immediately  after  birth. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1939  is  48,  showing  an  increase 
of  ii'o  on  the  rate  for  1938.  Nine  of  the  deaths  occurred  from 
congenital  causes. 


Crippled  Children. 

Thirty-eight  pre-school  children  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  at  Chadderton  and  made  a total  of  103  attendances. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AMONG  CHILDREN  ,—1939. 
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This  column  includes  all  deaths  in  preceding  columns 
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Home  Nursing. 

No  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  for  which  nursing 
attendance  was  requested  by  the  family  doctor. 


Home  Visits  carried  out  by  Health  Visitors. 


Number  of  1st  visits  to  homes  re  babies  under  1 year  of  age 380 

,,  ,,  revisits  „ ,,  ,,  ..  . . 3343 

,,  ,,  visits  to  homes  re  children  over  1 yr.  and  under  2 yrs.  of  age  1310 


»>  »>  >i  »>  2 yrs.  , , 3 ,,  896 

>>  >»  •>  it  3 yrs.  99  4 ,,  633 

.»  » „ » 4 yrs.  „ 5 „ 311 

,,  1st  visits  paid  to  homes  re  expectant  mothers 105 

„ revisits  „ ,,  ,,  93 


,,  visits  paid  to  homes  in  connection  with  Stillbirths  . . . . 17 

,,  ,,  ,,  deaths  of  Infants  11 

,,  ,,  ,,  Pneumonia  ..  ..  — 

,,  ,,  ,,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — 

,,  ,,  „ Puerperal  Fever. . — 

,,  ,,  other  Infectious  Diseases  — 


,,  visits  where  no  access  obtained  150 

,,  other  visits 11 

,,  Baby  Consultations  excluding  the  above  and  those  at  Centre  62 

Total  Visits 7,328 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

Hospital 

2 

I 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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Dr.  E.  A.  Gerrard,  Consultant  Obstetrician,  is  in  attendance  at 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  once  a month. 

His  services  are  available  for  ante-natal  examination,  post-natal 
examination  and  attendance  at  confinement  in  any  case  where  the 
private  practitioner  may  experience  difficulty  or  abnormality. 

Fifty-eight  cases  were  referred  to  the  Consulting  Obstetrician 
for  examination  during  the  year. 

The  following  abnormal  conditions  were  found  : — 

Breech  Presentation 1 

Heart  Disease  1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Two  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital  for  confinement. 

Three  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

Free  Milk. 

Pasteurised  milk  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  expectant 
mothers,  and  children  under  5 years  of  age,  in  necessitous  cases, 
where  the  household  income  does  not  exceed  ten  shillings  per  week 
per  person. 

During  the  twelve  months  January  to  December,  1939,  2,225 
gallons  of  milk  had  been  delivered  to  such  cases,  at  a cost  of 
^232  os.  od. 
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Child  Life  Protection:— 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  a person  who  undertakes 
for  reward  the  nursing  and  maintenance  of  a child  under  the  age  of 
nine  years  apart  from  his  parents,  or  having  no  parents,  shall  notify 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Welfare  Authority  seven  days 
before  he  receives  the  child. 


(a)  Number  of  persons  receiving  children  in  the 

Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year  15 

(b)  Number  of  children  : — 

(i.)  At  the  end  of  the  year  16 

( ii  ) who  died  during  the  year  Nil 

(iii.)  on  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the 

year  Nil 


There  are  three  Child  Protection  Visitors  in  the  Borough,  who 
are  also  Health  Visitors. 

There  were  no  legal  proceedings  taken  during  the  year. 


Nursing  Homes:— 

There  is  one  Maternity  Home  in  the  Borough  registered  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  No 
new  applications  for  registration  were  received  during  the  year,  nor 
was  any  action  necessary. 

Emergency  Maternity  Unit : — 

A scheme  exists  for  the  provision  of  an  Emergency  Maternity 
Unit,  to  be  called  out  by  the  medical  practitioner  attending  a 
confinement  in  the  event  of  an  emergency.  This  service  also 
provides  for  the  subsequent  removal  of  the  patient  to  Hospital  if 
such  is  considered  possible  and  advisable. 

The  medical  service,  personnel  and  equipment  of  the  Emergency- 
Unit  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Hospital. 


The  Emergency  Unit  was  not  called  out  during  the  year. 


HEYWOOD  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


o 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

TO  THE 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 

BY  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER: 
JAMES  BROOKS, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

For  the  : Year 

1939. 


* 
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EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


THE  MAYOR 


(Councillor  H.  Bearon,  J.P.) 


Chairman  : Alderman  GOLDSTONE. 


Yice-Chairman  : Alderman  DUCKWORTH,  J.P. 


Alderman  RESEIGH, 

„ G.  H.  WILD 
Councillor  ASCROFT, 


Councillor  TAYLOR, 

„ PICKUP, 

„ HEYWOOD, 

„ NEYIN, 

CHADWICK 


KERSHAW, 

PERRY, 


Councillor  WARRINGTON. 


Also  the  following  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 
Mr.  W.  H.  HARDMAN,  M.A.,  LL.B. 
Miss  LIYSEY,  J.P., 

Miss  W.  GEDDES, 

Dr.  H.  F.  JEFFERY,  J.P.,  C.A. 


STAFF : 

School  Medical  Officer  : — 

JAMES  BROOKS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

School  Occulist  : — 

P.  A.  HARRY,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


School  Dental  Surgeon  : — 


A.  T.  SPAVEN,  L.D.S. 


An^esthestist  : — 


JAS.  F.  O’GRADY,  L.A.H. 
School  Nurses  : — Miss  F.  ISHERWOOD, 


Miss  B.  JACQUES. 
Miss  J.  WILD. 


Clerk  : — Mrs.  A.  ROYDS. 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
HEYWOOD  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Tenth  Annual  Report  as  the 
School  Medical  Officer. 

The  work  carried  out  proves  of  great  benefit  to  the  health  and 
well-being  of  the  School  child  from  year  to  year. 

T desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Committee  for 
their  cordial  co-operation  in  the  work,  and  to  the  Staff  for  their 
sustained  interest  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  BROOKS. 
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Medical  Inspections  carried  out. 

The  number  of  Elementary  Schools  is  10,  with  20  departments. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  year  was  2,597. 

The  average  number  on  books  ,,  ,,  2,999. 

Under  existing  conditions  every  school  child  is  medically 
examined  three  times  during  its  school  life — 

(а)  During  the  year  of  entering  the  school  as  an  infant,  i.e. 

Entrants. 

(б)  Between  the  ages  of  8 and  9 years — Intermediates. 

(c)  Over  12  years  of  age — Leavers. 

By  this  system  33  % of  all  children  are  examined  each  year. 

The  number  of  children  inspected  during  the  year  was  928. 

The  number  of  children  re-inspected  during  the  year  was  2,662. 

Findings  of  Medical  Inspections. 

The  figures  for  1939  are  set  out  in  Tables  IT.  and  III.  as  required 
by  the  Board  of  Education. 

Defective  Vision. 

During  the  year  70  cases  of  defective  vision  and  10  cases  of  squint 
were  found  at  Medical  Inspection. 

The  cases  of  defective  vision  include  cases  of  slight  defect  which 
require  no  special  treatment  and  cases  of  such  impairment  of  vision  as 
necessitate  their  examination  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  During 
the  year  175  children  were  referred  to  Dr.  Harry. 

The  nature  of  the  defects  found  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Hypermetropia  62 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  ...  58 

Myopia 21 

Myopic  Astigmatism  8 

Mixed  Astigmatism  7 

156 

Included  in  the  above  figures  are  24  cases  of  squint. 

In  19  cases  glasses  were  either  not  ordered  or  change  of  lens 
unnecessary. 
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The  Eye  Clinic  is  held  periodically  when  a sufficient  number  of 
cases  has  been  collected.  All  children  for  whom  spectacles  have  been 
prescribed  are  examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  ensure  that 
the  spectacles  worn  are  satisfactory  and  do  not  require  changing. 
If  necessary,  the  children  are  referred  back  to  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

During  the  year  spectacles  were  provided  for  14  cases  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  Local  Authority,  at  a cost  of  £2  13s.  7d. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

The  treatment  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  is  still  carried  out  at  a 
Private  Nursing  Home  and  the  scheme  has  proved  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  30  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  or  both  of  these  ; 25  of  these  received  operative 
treatment  under  the  Local  Authority’s  Scheme,  and  5 cases  were 
treated  privately. 

Dental  Defects. 

During  the  year  106  half-days  were  devoted  to  treatment  and  54 
half-days  to  dental  inspection. 

The  number  of  routine  inspections  carried  out  was  5,304  and  there 
were  179  special  examinations,  making  a total  of  5,483. 

Of  this  number  2,269  were  found  to  require  treatment  and  1,397  or 
61%  were  actually  treated.  This  necessitated  1,563  attendances. 

Fourteen  half-days  were  devoted  to  cases  of  multiple  extraction 
under  Nitrous  Oxide  and  Oxygen  anaesthesia,  the  number  of  cases  so 
treated  being  2 1 8.  The  number  of  cases  attending  for  fillings  was 
600,  which  is  almost  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  response  made  by  the  parents  to  the  services  of  the  Dental 
Department  is  unsatisfactory.  Too  little  advantage  is  taken  of 
conservative  treatment,  but  there  have  been  few  refusals  to  accept 
treatment  by  extraction. 

Verminous  Condition  of  School  Children. 

The  School  Nurses  examine  all  children  for  unclean  condition 
of  heads,  bodies  and  clothing. 

Although  the  standard  of  cleanliness  desired  is  a high  one,  the 
results  obtained  show  a too  high  incidence  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  7,060  examinations  were  made,  and  321  individual 
children  were  found  in  an  uncleanly  condition.  This  represents  4 54^ 
of  the  School  population. 
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Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

Only  one  case  of  Ringworm  occurred  during  the  year  this 
affected  the  body. 

The  cases  of  scabies  (itch)  numbered  37. 

Impetigo  accounted  for  69  cases. 

Crippled  Children. 

The  Orthopaedic  Scheme  continues  under  direction  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

Selected  cases  now  attend  the  County  Orthopaedic  Clinic  held  at 
Chadderton  on  the  first  Friday  and  third  Monday  in  each  month.  Each 
case  is  examined  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  in  charge  and  minor 
conditions  are  treated  at  the  Clinic. 

71  Children  attended  the  Chadderton  Orthopaedic  Clinic  during 


the  year  making  a total  of  143  attendances. 

The  conditions  treated  comprised  : — 

Deformity  of  Shoulder 1 

Bow  Leg 1 

Congenital  Talipes  Calcaneo- Valgus  ...  4 

Infantile  Paralysis ...  3 

Flat  Feet 40 

Club  Foot  2 

Lordosis 1 

Claw  Foot  12 

Scoliosis 2 

Kyphosis ...  1 

Hallux  Valgus  1 

Cystic  disease  bone 1 

Spina  Bifida  1 

Hammer  Toe 1 


Cases  requiring  X-Ray  or  other  special  examination  are  referred 
to  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester,  for  consultation  with  the  Honorary 
Surgeon. 

Operative  treatment  is  carried  out  at  this  Hospital  for  “ Short- 
stay  ” cases  only. 

Cases  requiring  more  prolonged  hospital  treatment  are  transferred 
to  the  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Shropshire. 


Three  cases  were  treated  at  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
the  condition  and  duration  of  stay  being  as  follows  : 


Bilateral  Pes  Cavus  6 weeks 

Sub-periostial  Haematoma.  ...  3 weeks 

Infantile  Hemiplegia 2 weeks 


The  following  cases  were  referred  to  the 
Infirmary  : — 

Punctured  wound  (knee) 

(Gas  Gangrene)  

Synovitis  elbow  

Sprains  various  joints  

Fracture  radius  

Fracture  metacarpal  bone  

Cyst  great  toe 

Contusion  arm  

Lipoma  deltoid  


Manchester  Royal 


r 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


We  are  again  deeply  grateful  to  the  Hey  wood  Crippled  Children 
and  Holiday  Home  Committee  for  their  cordial  and  unstinted  assistance 
during  the  year,  and  I wish  to  tender  them  my  sincere  appreciation 
and  thanks  for  their  kindly  and  generous  support. 

Through  their  help  we  are  able  to  render  increased  facilities  for 
the  treatment  and  after-care  of  the  children,  including  : — 

Treatment  by  ultra-violet  ray,  massage  and  remedial  exercises,  the 
provision  of  splints  and  appliances  in  selected  cases,  and  lastly  the 
beneficial  results  of  convalescence  at  a Seaside  Home. 


The  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Committee  during  the  year  are  as 
follows  : — 

Ultra-violet  Ray  patients  46  Attendances  1,094 

Massage  Treatment  patients  51  Attendances  610 


Ultra-Violet  Ray. 

Rickets 23 

Debility  12 

Anaemia  3 

Malnutrition  ...  3 

Adenitis  5 


Massage  and  Remedial  Exercises 

Flat  Feet  35 

Posture 10 

Infantile  Paralysis  1 

Facial  ,,  1 

Post  Diphtheritic  Paralysis  . . 4 


Total 
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Total  ...  51 
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The  number  of  children  sent  for  a change  of  air  to  the  Convalescent 
Homes  at  Blackpool  and  Southport  was  19,  each  child  staying  for  a 
period  of  two  or  three  weeks. 

Boots  were  repaired  at  a cost  of  <£6  6s.  lid.,  and  appliances 

bought  costing  £7  13s.  3d. 

We  also  express  our  grateful  thanks  to  the  Hey  wood  Children’s 
Service  Guild,  through  whose  kindness  20  boys  and  20  girls  were 
enabled  to  spend  a week’s  holiday  at  the  seaside.  Necessitous  cases 
were  provided  with  the  requisite  clothing  and  footwear. 

Mentally  Defective  Children. 

The  total  number  of  children  in  this  group  is  twenty-four. 

18  are  in  attendance  at  public  elementary  schools. 

Two  cases  are  in  special  schools. 

Three  cases  are  in  other  institutions,  one  case  being  at  home. 

Epileptic  Children. 

The  classification  of  epileptic  children  presents  some  difficulty,  as 
the  severity  and  frequency  of  the  attacks  vary  from  a mild  fit  once  or 
twice  a year,  to  numerous  severe  fits  at  frequent  intervals. 

Two  cases  of  the  severe  type  exist — both  cases  being  at  home. 

Physically  Defective  Children. 

Cases  of  tuberculosis  are  dealt  with  by  the  Tuberculosis  Depart- 
ment of  the  County  Council. 

All  tuberculous  children  are  periodically  examined  and  certified 
as  to  their  fitness  for  school,  and  no  child  in  an  infectious  condition  is 
allowed  to  attend  school.  28  cases  are  of  school  age. 

Twenty-six  cases  are  in  attendance  at  school. 

Heart  Disease. 

Twelve  cases  of  severe  organic  heart  disease  remained  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

In  all  cases  the  children  were  in  attendance  at  school. 

School  Hygiene. 

The  importance  of  schools  being  in  a sanitary  and  healthy 
condition  is  two  fold.  Defects  due  to  faulty  lighting,  inadequate 
ventilation  or  insufficient  washing  accommodation  may  be  directly 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  children,  as  also  may  be  inadequate 
facilities  for  the  drying  of  damp  clothing.  In  addition,  schools  are 
centres  for  education,  and  not  the  least  important  are  the  lessons 
imperceptibly  taught  to  the  children  by  a sanitary  environment. 


77  lectures  and  demonstrations  for  girls  attending  the  Senior 
Girls  School  were  given  during  the  school  year.  The  subjects  dealt 
with  have  been  Mother-craft  and  Home  Nursing,  and  the  girls 
have  also  been  instructed  in  the  art  of  making  clothes  suitable  for 
infants  and  children.  An  active  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  work. 

Infectious  Diseases  in  Schools. 

During  the  year  school  closure  under  Article  28  (b)  of  the  Code 
was  not  considered  necessary.  So  far  as  possible  schools  are  not  closed 
for  infectious  disease;  the  exclusion  of  cases  and  suspected  cases  proving 
satisfactory.  Each  school  is  supplied  with  data  with  regard  to  the 
symptoms  of  the  common  infectious  diseases.  By  this  means  the 
teacher  is  enabled  to  form  a rough  idea  of  the  condition  from  which  the 
child  may  be  suffering  and  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  prevent  a 
spread  of  infection. 

The  Work  of  the  School  Nurses. 

The  School  Nurses  devote  half  of  their  time  to  School  Medical 
Work,  the  other  half  being  given  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre  as  Health  Visitors. 

Each  Nurse  takes  over  a specified  area  of  the  Borough,  and  carries 
out  the  work  of  “ following-up  ” the  cases. 

The  Nurses  assist  in  the  work  of  the  School  Clinic  in  rotation. 

In  Routine  Inspection  at  the  schools  the  Nurse  is  responsible  for 
weighing  and  measuring  the  children. 

In  addition  7,060  children  were  examined  for  uncleanliness  and 
756  home  visits  were  made. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinic. 

The  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  is  held  every  morning.  Special  cases 
referred  from  medical  inspection  are  sent  to  the  Clinic  for  more 
detailed  examination,  and  in  addition  facilities  exist  for  the  examination 
and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear. 

Children  are  referred  for  treatment  by  the  Teachers,  School  Nurses, 
and  Attendance  Officer,  and  in  many  cases  the  Parents  themselves  bring 
their  children  for  advice.  During  the  year  1,701  children  reported  to 
the  Clinic,  and  made  a total  of  5,590  attendances. 

A reduction  in  the  attendances  of  children  to  the  Clinic  will  be 
noticed,  owing  to  the  closure  of  the  schools  when  war  was  declared 
September  4th  to  October  2nd,  1 939. 
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Co-operation  of  Parents,  Teachers,  etc. 

A notice  is  sent  to  each  parent,  prior  to  medical  inspection  requesting 
her  presence  at  the  examination  of  her  child.  The  presence  of  the  parent 
is  a matter  of  great  importance  as  the  Medical  Officer  is  able  to  obtain 
a precise  medical  history  of  the  child,  and  inform  the  parent  personally  of 
any  defect  found  on  examination.  During  the  year,  2,831  parents 
accompanied  their  children  either  to  routine  medical  inspection  or  for 
examination  at  the  Clinic.  This  response  on  the  part  of  the  parents  is 
very  gratifying. 

The  Teachers  have  also  an  important  part  to  play  in  any  scheme  of 
medical  inspection.  Being  in  daily  contact  with  the  children  they  are 
in  a position  to  observe  such  conditions  as  defective  eye-sight,  defective 
hearing,  mental  defects,  and  also  to  refer  for  examination  such  children  as 
have  a bad  attendance  record.  By  this  means  cases  are  brought  forward 
which  might  otherwise  be  missed. 

In  addition  the  Attendance  Officer  investigates  cases  of  absence 
which  might  be  due  to  lack  of  medical  attention. 

Finally  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
renders  its  valuable  assistance  when  necessary. 

Provision  of  Free  Meals  and  Milk. 

Children  suffering  from  malnutrition  are  referred  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  examination.  The  financial  position  of  the  parents  is 
investigated,  and  suitable  cases  are  recommended  for  free  dinners. 

A supply  of  milk  was  commenced  in  July.  260  children  were 
provided  with  21,180  bottles  of  pasteurised  milk  each  containing  ^ of  a 
pint.  The  cost  of  the  supply  was  £39  14s.  3d. 

A Nutrition  Survey  was  made  during  the  month  of  June  with  the 
following  result  : — 


Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

2,592 

58 

2'2 

1861 

71*8 

621 

24*0 

52 

2*0 

During  the  year  free  dinners  were  provided  for  108  individual 
children,  with  a total  of  15,852  meals.  The  expenditure  involved  was 
^396  6s  Od. 

Employment  of  Children. 

During  the  year  52  children  over  12  years  of  age  wrnre  examined  and 
passed  as  suitable  for  employment  as  newsboys,  etc.,  in  accordance  with 
the  provision  of  the  Bye-laws, 
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Table  T. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections, 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups. 


Entrants 306 

Second  Age  Group  319 

Third  Age  Group 303 

Total 928 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections Nil. 


B — Other  Inspections. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections 1701 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  2662 

Total 4363 


C — Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Defects  of 
Nutrition,  Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases). 


GROUP. 

(1) 

For  defective  vision 
(excluding  squint). 

(2) 

For  all  other 
conditions  recorded 
in  Table  II  A. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Entrants 

13 

32 

45 

Second  Age  Group 

24 

44 

68 

Third  Age  Group  

19 

32 

51 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

56 

108 

164 

Other  Routine  Inspections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Grand  Total  

56 

108 

164 

53 


Table  II. 

A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection 
IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER, 


ROUTINE 

INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not  requir- 
ing treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation  but 
not  requiring 
Treatment. 

(5) 

1 

'Ringworm : 

(1)  Scalp 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

(2)  Body 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

0 0 0 

rrrrrri  • • • 

(3)  Scabies  

• • • 

• • • 

37 

• 00 

(4)  Impetigo  

0 0 0 

• • • 

69 

0 0 0 

[(5)  Other  Diseases 

(non-Tuberculous)  

2 

• • • 

40 

0 0 0 

(TOTAL  Heads  1 to  5) 

2 

0 0 0 

147 

0 0 0 

< (6)  Blepharitis 

6 

0 0 0 

59 

0 0 0 

(7)  Conjunctivitis  

• • • 

0 0 0 

22 

... 

(8)  Keratitis  

• • • 

0 0 0 

• • • 

• • • 

(9)  Corneal  Opacities  

• • • 

0 0 0 

• • • 

• • • 

Eye J 

(10)  Other  Conditions  (excluding 
Defective  Vision  & Squint) 

• • • 

0 0 0 

10 

• • • 

(TOTAL  Heads  6 to  10)... 

6 

0 0 0 

91 

0 0 0 

(11)  Defective  Vision 

(excluding  Squint)  

56 

3 

56 

0 0 0 

412)  Squint  

17 

2 

7 

0 0 0 

r (13)  Defective  Hearing 

6 

♦ • • 

5 

0 0 0 

Ear « 

(14)  Otitis  Media  

L (15)  Other  Ear  Diseases  

*2 

• 00 

0 0 0 

• • • 

54 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

( 

(16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  only 

4 

71 

55 

0 0 0 

Nose  l 

(17)  Adenoids  only  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

and  <! 
Throat.  J 

(18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

Adenoids 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

( 

(19)  Other  Conditions 

2 

• • • 

198 

0 0 0 

(20)  Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

(non-Tuberculous) 

21 

5 

33 

0 0 0 

(21)  Defective  Speech  

4 

1 

1 

0 0 0 

Heart 

and 

Circulation 

f Heart  Disease : 

I (22)  Organic  

6 

3 

1 

0 0 0 

1 (23)  Functional  

• • • 

0 0 0 

• • • 

0 0 0 

t (24)  Anaemia  

3 

1 

11 

0 0 0 

54 


Table  II.  A. — Continued . 


ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS. 

SPECIAL  inspections. 

No.  of 

Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

(1) 

Requiring 

treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not  requir- 
ing treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
servation but 
not  requiring 
treatment. 

(5) 

f (25)  Bronchitis  

17 

8 

5 

• • • 

Lungs  ...  - 

j (26)  Other  Non-Tuberculous 
w Diseases  

» » * 

» t • 

• • • 

Pulmonary  : 

(27)  Definite 

• * • 

(28)  Suspected 

• • • 

Tuber-  > 
culosis. 

Non-Pulmonary : 

(29)  Glands  

1 

(30)  Bones  and  Joints  

(31)  Skin  

• • • 

• • • 

(32)  Other  Forms  

1 

TOTAL  (Heads  29  to  32) 

2 

Nervous  \ 
System  1 

(33)  Epilepsy  

(34)  Chorea  

3 

(35)  Other  Conditions  

5 

Defor-  ( 
mities ...  ) 

(36)  Rickets  

(37)  Spinal  Curvature  

• • • 

1381  Other  Forms  

ii 

2 

14 

(39)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (excluding 
Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases!  

23 

2 

1053 

Total  number  of  defects  ... 

240 

98 

1,741 

• • • 

B.— -Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected 

DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS. 


Age-groups 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants  

306 

67 

21*9 

162 

53*0 

74 

24*1 

3 

1*0 

Second  Age-group  

319 

71 

22*3 

161 

50*5 

80 

25-0 

7 

2*2 

Third  Age-group  

303 

51 

16*8 

145 

47*9 

102 

33*7 

5 

1*6 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

TOTAL  ... 

928 

189 

20*4 

468 

50-4 

256 

27*6 

15 

1*6 

55 


Table  III. 

Return  of  All  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS.— 

THREE. 


BLIND  CHILDREN. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

other 

no  School 

Schools 
for  the  Blind. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

or 

Institution. 

Total. 

1 

— 

1 

2 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  CHILDREN. 


At 

Certified 
Schools  for 
the  Blind. 

At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the  Partially 
Sighted. 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools. 

At 

other 

Institutions. 

At 

no  School 
or 

Institution. 

Total. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

DEAF  CHILDREN. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

other 

no  School 

Schools 

Elementary 

Institutions. 

or 

Total. 

for  the  Deaf. 

Schools. 

Institution. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

PARTIALLY  DEAF  CHILDREN. 


At 

Certified 
Schools 
for  the  Deaf. 

At 

Certified  Schools 
for  the 

Partially  Deaf. 

At 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions. 

At 

no  School 
or 

Institution. 

Total 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

7 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 
FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN 


At  Certified 

At 

At 

At 

Schools  for 

Public 

other 

no  School 

Mentally  Defective 
Children. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

or 

Institution. 

Total. 

2 

17 

2 

1 

22 

56 


Table  III. — Continued. 


EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN. 

CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  SEVERE  EPILEPSY. 


At 

Certified 

Special 

Schools. 

Public 

Elementary 

Schools. 

At 

other 

Institutions. 

At 

no  School 
or 

Institution. 

Total. 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

A.  TUBERCULOUS  CHILDREN. 

I.- CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


(Including  pleura  and  intra-thoracic  glands.) 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

other 

no  School 

Special 

Elementary 

Institutions. 

or 

Total. 

Schools. 

Schools. 

Institution. 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

II.— CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

other 

no  School 

Special 

Schools. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

or 

Institution. 

Total. 

— 

24 

— 

2 

26 

B.  DELICATE  CHILDREN. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

other 

no  School 

Special 

Schools. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

or 

Institution. 

Total. 

— 

33 

— 

— 

33 

57 

Table  III. — Continued . 


C.  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

other 

no  School 

Special 

Schools. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

or 

Institution. 

Total. 

3 

8 

— 

1 

12 

D.  CHILDREN  WITH  HEART  DISEASE. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public 

other 

no  School 

Special 

Schools. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

or 

Institution 

Total. 

— 

12 

— 

— 

12 

Table  IV. 

Return  oe  Detects  Treated  during  the  Year 

ended  31st  December. 

Treatment  Table. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments 
(excluding  Uncleanliness,  tor  which  see  Group  VI.) 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED,  OR  UNDER 
TREATMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

DISEASE  OR  DEFECT. 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin  : 

Ringworm,  Scalp — 

(i.)  X-Ray  Treatment  

• • 9 

(ii.)  Other  Treatment  

• • • 

• • • 

Ringworm,  Body  

1 

1 

Scabies  

37 

37 

Impetigo 

69 

69 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

40 

40 

Minor  Eye  Defects  : 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases  fall- 
ing in  Group  II) 

91 

• • • 

91 

Minor  Ear  Defects:  

59 

• • • 

59 

Miscellaneous  : 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains, 
etc.) 

1053 

• • • 

1053 

Total  

1350 

* • • 

1350 

58 

Table  IV. — Continued 


Group  II — Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

(excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

0) 

No.  of  Defects 
dealt  with 

No.  of  children  for  whom  spectacles 
were  : — 

Under  the 

13  Authority’s 

Scheme. 

3 Otherwise. 

r-H 

d 

o 

EH 

(O 

Prescribed 

(1) 

Obtained 

(2) 

(i.) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

•— *• 

Otherwise 

(i) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

i— <• 

Otherwise 

Errors  of  Refraction 

(including  Squint)  

175 

* » « 

175 

156 

— 

147 

9 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of 

the  Eyes  (excluding  those 

in  Group  I) 

» • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Total  

175 

— 

175 

Group  III. — Treatment  oe  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects 

Total  number 
Treated. 

(5) 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received  other 
Forms  of 
Treatment. 

(4) 

Under  Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic 
or  Hospital. 

(1) 

By  Private 
Practitioner  or 
Hospital,  apart 
from  Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Total. 

(3) 

i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) 

25 

(iv.) 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) 

5 

(iv.) 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) 

30 

(iv.) 

198 

228 

(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  only,  (iii)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  (iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 


Group  IV. — Orthopedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 
(1) 

Otherwise 

(2) 

Total 

number 

treated 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

Non-residential 
treatment 
at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education 

Non-residential 
treatment 
at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) 

Number  of 

children  treated. 

1 

— 

76 

— 

— 

— 

77 

59 


Table  YV  .—Continued. 


Group  Y.-  Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  of  children  who  were  : — 


(i.)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist ' 


Aged  : 


Routine  Age  Groups 


o ... 

...  490\ 

6 ... 

...  470 

7 ... 

...  593 

8 ... 

...  616 

9 ... 

...  590 

10  ... 

...  663 

11  ... 

...  583 

12  ... 

...  592 

13  ... 

...  596 

14  ... 

...  111/ 

(Total : 

( 5,304 


Specials 


179 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

SS"::  •••«» 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children 

for  treatment 1,563 

(4)  Fillings : — 

Permanent  teeth...  4391  m , ■,  arir. 
Temporary  teeth...  161  j Total  - 600 

(5)  Extractions : — 

Permanent  teeth  ...  94  7 ^ . 09Q 

Temporary  teeth  ...1134  j lotal- 


Grand  Total 5,483 


(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics 

for  extractions 218 


(ii.)  Found  to  require  treatment  2,269 

(iii.)  Actually  treated  .....  1,397 


(7)  Other  operations: — 


Permanent  teeth .. . 376  7 T , . 
Temporary  teeth  . . . 380  j ° a 


Group  YI. — Uncleanliness  and  Yerminqus  Conditions. 


(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the 

School  Nurses  4*5 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  Examinations  of  Children  in  the  Schools  by 

School  Nurses  7,060 

(iii.)  Number  of  Individual  Children  Found  Unclean  321 

(iv.)  Number  of  Children  Cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the 

Local  Education  Authority  4’54^ 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws — 


